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Analysis and Simulation of a silicon Mach-Zehnder modulator at
telecommunication wavelength

Mohammad Sadegh Mirzaei, Mohammad Hossein Zandi, and Hamid Reza Mashayekhi

Department of physics, Shahid Bahonar University, Kerman, Iran

Abstract- In this paper, a silicon Mach-Zehnder modulator based on carrier depletion in a lateral PN junction is simulated
to optimize its performance at 1310nm telecommunication wavelength. The modulation efficiency 1.55V.cm and phase
shifter loss 1.89dB/cm in 2V bias are achieved. Here, the power consumption of the modulator 1.08pJ/bit is estimated.
The measured extinction ratio is also obtained for the 50Gb/s data rate under a 2.3Vpp drive voltage. This results are
comparable with the demonstrated modulators at 1555nm wavelength.

Keywords: Silicon Mach-Zehnder modulator, Optical modulation, Optical interconnects.

Y&

il o s BB WWW.OPSLIT Colu jo a5 cul jlael glls g0 50 allie oy


http://www.opsi.ir/
http://www.opsi.ir/article-1-1851-en.html

[ Downloaded from www.opsi.ir on 2025-12-22 ]

Olp!l Siigied (5,58 9 owdigee (il 23S a3l g ol Sgied 9 Sl il ja1ST ey g S
WAV Goe M-8 gl Gl il oSty

oNiley PBlas 4y gl PN wigy 5l 590 O onm ¢ >y
el lele G,k ol wlas 3 18 i O
i Dad ge¥gde 4 56 eV gae ui; — gl
Sosb 90 2 50 3B leedims i d] gl o

(z ) J5D) wiloads adly yui5 — Flo w5l

400nm

T S00nme+——»

N+ - 11019 S0nm
P++ - 1xi0te = L A
N - S=1017

P - 7x1017 (2 S g Ll

(=) y_j_,“

eas Lt @,

@ sy S0

(slad (0) o318 oninsins e gy Sl () ) JSC

e J3I0 (S5 b () B sdmecas LSl gaman

$p 08l lyiear Y (slasls glo pge Sl bl 05— 2l
el 00 oolaiwl S oS 5 g

Sl el ¢ S9Sibew jB saimocid (g 5lwans
Lumerical jluacs jl.cul 5,9 ¢ goladas olKiws
o solawl o&Kiws bj),.ﬂ‘ S lwass gl DEVICE
&35 il )0 S o J> e jis g lagyg Sl 6l
Ao LAl cbale Fohw (o 1) lao o g la g 2Kl
wnlpls a2 o 7y solades S o 1) ol5T sla Jul>
(A g CanSl g )0 et el cale jo s
5 b Olyss a5 Ly Saaidly Lalg, 5l eolaiul b

S WYY enm zeo Jsb o 1y Jol> adss b 5,58

Y&y

doddo

LTy o5 g S ol ol &5 (55 slo)s¥sae
ools Jail gl caims co poss Sledbl JUSow 4 4> 45
S8k 55 — gl laygVene aiis g L
S iy b Sl 5 Vb (Gl Jeod Jdoa
o sV a0 drwgl sl g0l o IS 1,2 [V] s
ot plol 1 BOONM zge Jsb o Lol alss 055 — £la
abs JJoa VYV enm e Job g pa [Y-F] col
ot 9 Slpbre Slapians )3 (b Jlows (Saril
Sinl 3l (o5 @l ol azg JB (5 8 b bl
Sy b Ggea¥ge o gadsb sl Cnl )0 GoSelew
1Y 00 @lie cpl o [O-F] 0,0 0g2g s Las 1) YL
Jsb 50 &5 a5 = glo @i J2IN p (e (S9Selen
Sl eyl eolatwl b wasS o Jos VYWY enm 2o
slyall e cwl ouls (g3lwas Lumerical
@S Wlad 518 s g Jelod 990 55V g0 S0l
[0] (o2 @B b (09 @815 ) oud Jol> (s5luanrs
Lats] o oad plosl b 5 (6o 45 gl et

Sl oo yza |y
Slwdands 095 9 (> 15k

ol N USs (o 5 enies cad ahate pavw Soles
Ngm SOy e 5B iy il pl ol oul eols
shlsas cail Glasg g SG o ad 3 18 _SLPN
g YO-nm s oYU sl Cwlbes L Yidmm Jsb
Al e «Si102) oSl weST (60 Cwles Yum
g Teenm las poge sl s 5B camocas
Sz gl cwl 0enm 485 Cwlbes ¢ VY enm glas )|
o gy 5l B eamacad ol (e 4 obicews
f‘y () ) ot azg bl ool oolaiw] Uas> —
ooy xS 4 ooy fate coY! ubas N+ g P+

ol il bl senl Jlasl 5l labl gl oo

il o s BB WWW.OPSLIT Colu jo a5 cul jlael glls g0 50 allie oy


http://www.opsi.ir/
http://www.opsi.ir/article-1-1851-en.html

[ Downloaded from www.opsi.ir on 2025-12-22 ]

Olpl Sgigh (559ld g (omwidige il oS Credd il g ol pl Siigigd g Sl el A1 et S
WAV ot M-8 ol i il oSl

OseYgde 005L VS s [Y]cw! 5B sacmocas
b sl YN I V.0 100 FV 5 Y usSne (slaslds ;o
S5 iz b oo GRIBIVIL (osSiae (bl (2] B
bl slaslds co 1) 5 sasmocid ods O Y
o353 (53 B3l o (L i s
olBl b gt oe Jolo CaSlE o po (pgrge Do
Mo 2alS ol adss cdeas Sl ol clale 5Ly
5 Ded o JB edmacad odo AW als cel a5
ol VARBlEM s i Ml YV usSxe el
5Ly a8l bl sacmacas O (S L sillas

b oo uals o Jles!

4 30

)
i

VL (V.em)
Phase Shifter Loss (dB/cm)

T T
0 1 4 5

2 3
Reverse Bias (V)

5B oamscad od> Bl g VL eV sie o3l ¥ IS

g bl 5 Sl (ol e

2i5

—— This Work
= Measured [5]

T
0 1

Capacilance (pFiem)
12

2 4
Reverse Bias (V)

-3ldy cou 3B snupoind PN W cud b &l oss :F S
osSae bl slo
dwaid  SaoV¥l cdale polie a4 aiusly (g Coub,b
F S w4 arg bl DC Wbl 5y 5 ) mage
FB als JO] L anolie 10 ool dwloee wign o )b
oslawl Jdo 4y boee ooyl jo cplas conl alils p2g8
Oz e® g Mg 4l [y ol L;..\.g}ﬂ clale polas ;)
Wb sl ool Feemm 4 glans iz ge s Juals

Y#Y

o odisS > SO oCaly o Dgd oo Jos ‘[V]..\.:.;SGA
DUl 5 j55n CanSs p Syes dralne 12 (55
oolatuwl calize Wbl slajldy jo 5L cnimocid (5,9
Ty Coge a Sl 0 e jlasl il (o) 09l e

(gl o0 B0 L3S

Sy 9 (5w dmds b

595067 danags a5 1 0pdle s (g9 JUnl s Y IS5
-.\AQLSA L)L“'“" sl 00 6)“5")‘“\"‘ (ONA) 6)9_' Ai._ W)
(S5 haarie Coz (Sole jhie a eyl o
O e lim g5k 9 o Job S o el g S50

Lol 00U d.a.B; ).Iaa o

Normalized Transmission (3}

v-ov
V-
v-av

T T T T T
1300 1302 1304 1306 1308 1310 1312
Wavelength (nm)

g Jsb 5l b Dlsiedr j5iVgae 559 JU) i Y S
wilien Wb slasily (sl
J5¥sde Sl 1 onims Lt «gy JUil dipdoy
Y glasls glorge lib Jols doxnl o a5 ol
Sly 0gd oo (+/VAB) 51 svsmsca i Bl ¢ (+/0dB)
Sl Sl emm Job L 56 camscdnd
oo 3 i Slals I 8L baas ol o5 ol V/VdB
(FSR) .>|)T gsa.,Jo YR C P ooyl PN Qg
5B s el B/ Fim el s - Fle e J31aS
sabsly Goyb I ugSae bl Sl ol plyie 4
30 sb e AL a5 0,1 o Cowst; A = 2mAA/FSR
OgeYge 035b el ugSae bk 5y Jleel 51 5L
Jol> VoL = tVgLlpn /A salal, 5 soliiwl b 30

Job Lpn 9 (woSae bl 5L Vp ] ;o a5 el o

il o s BB WWW.OPSLIT Colu jo a5 cul jlael glls g0 50 allie oy


http://www.opsi.ir/
http://www.opsi.ir/article-1-1851-en.html

[ Downloaded from www.opsi.ir on 2025-12-22 ]

Olpl Sigisd (5 y9lid g (cwdige Luil aiS aedd3l g oyl Sigigd g Sl uil JaiS el g s
WAV ot M-8 ol i il oSl

5 Gilwas opl 5l ead ol =l o sl lie
e oo lis 1) 8 slaimgy

Sl s Limsh ol 5l edel Cawddy il (o glawslie ) Jsox

kS slayls
ER L sl oy 3 VL Jdsb
dB) (GHz) Gbss) | Vem) | (mm)
Y/¥ N o YIFY Y (5]
5 . Yo o ) (6]
= o1 o V00 o SR ol
z "
S e

g9y = gle ,e¥gow o Slee (gilwaige @ lis ol yo
gz Jsb ;0 sl PN Sgy (b L SeSihn
Frs lewdly Socily Sl oe pde ol asls 5 VY)Y -nm

o OJAT Cewddy C”L“’ b @Lu U"‘ ‘C?“’J?“o U"‘ o
omb S U Sy als G slilag (VadV.em) oYL

9 Vb Oge¥oie 003k a4 az g b (e 0,5 Jol>
CMOS M—‘js (O L W PR (omb Oly Bras
L golas ,o laggslwancs 5l oowl cuvoas Lo 0y salys

L“@J“’

[1] P. Dong et al, “Silicon photonic devices and
integrated circuits,” Nanophotonics 3, 215-228,
2014.

[2] A. Liu et al, “High-speed optical modulation based
on carrier depletion in a silicon waveguide,” Opt.
Express 15 (2), 660-668, 2007.

[3] Félix Rosa et al, "Design of a carrier-depletion
Mach-Zehnder modulator in 250 nm silicon-on-
insulator technology", 2017.

[4] J. Ding et al, “Ultra-lowpower carrier-depletion
Mach-Zehnder silicon optical modulator,” Opt.
Express 20(7), 7081-7087, 2012.

[5] M. Streshinsky et al, “Low power 50 gb/s silicon
traveling wave mach-zehnder modulator near 1300
nm,” Opt. Express 21, 30350-30357, 2013.

[6] D. Perez-Galacho et al., "Low voltage 25Gbps silicon
Mach- Zehnder modulator in the O-band," Optics
Express, vol. 25, no. 10, pp. 11217 -11222, 2017.

[7] R. Soref and B. Bennett, "Electrooptical effects in
silicon," IEEE journal of quantum electronics, vol.
23, no. 1, pp. 123-129,1987.

Y7t

5 fazap =1/2aRC) lug ool Jol> SIS YdB
(C = 0.36pF 4R =690)#YGHz 4 (C = 0.41pF 4
JUsl QUG (ol a8 09d go oy Ol (590 00l Jli]
JUKw 098 o0 attine couiz loged diwlore b ools
JE NV g b5l aws (CW) diwsy z90 )9
Syly gy 0adls SO 5l eolaul b AYY enm ol
L 4 5SS eiren 355 1,5V
S als LNRZ oy 63Xl Ao 51 0 Gb/s (PRBS)
=95 S SeaS 5 Goyb 5l G 050 0 Jlos!
ooliw,8 (5,95 0900 4 olKiws JIUT (gl (SO xSl oauisS
7oA 2 et Glaylosed (lgige o5l g
L) cadanbn  sei> gl oS acwle
ads (Jlg JuKw b j055 = 2lo 55V 500 ,L8, (g 5luands
ol g asels 0 B-Gbs ools Fy slila (PBolas
Camnd Lloas ool lid & JSK& 0 alidee weSae
QIFY ol pay  soiz slajloges pl sl (ER) oogel>

001 002 003 004 005 006
Time (ns)

bl s YYVPD asels (Gl 8+ Gb/S ot sl Jogei 0 JSo

Time (ns)

Sl )9 sl ygY s sl e Sole (g B rae
Ok Gkl Olg S rae b))l Gl Jsere Shsy oo
Ngm Cud)b O bl a5 el [#] Epie = 1/2CVp2p
(©) cd,b Ghil 4 )5¥9ae Glgs Bras nlpl ool
A Jgas ol VeApI/bit ply YIYV,, o +/FVPF

il o s BB WWW.OPSLIT Colu jo a5 cul jlael glls g0 50 allie oy


http://www.opsi.ir/
http://www.opsi.ir/article-1-1851-en.html
http://www.tcpdf.org

